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APPENDIX D – RECREATION SITE DEVELOPMENT SCALE 

Recreation 

Opportunity 

Spectrum 

Class 

Development 

Scale 

Level of Site Modification 

Primitive 1 Minimum site modifications. Rustic or rudimentary 

improvements designed for protection of the site rather than 

comfort of the users. Use of synthetic materials excluded. 

Minimum controls are subtle. No obvious regimentation. 

Spacing informal and extended to minimize contacts between 

users. Motorized access not provided or permitted. 

Semi-

Primitive 

(motorized 

and non-

motorized) 

2 Little site modification. Rustic or rudimentary improvements 

designed primarily for protection of the site rather than the 

comfort of the users. Use of synthetic materials avoided. 

Minimum controls are subtle. Little obvious regimentation. 

Spacing informal and extended to minimize contacts between 

users. Motorized access provided or permitted. Primary access 

over primitive roads. Interpretive services informal. 

Roaded 

Natural 

3 Site modification moderate. Facilities about equal for protection 

of natural site and comfort of users. Contemporary/rustic design 

of improvements is usually based on use of native material. 

Inconspicuous vehicular traffic controls usually provided. 

Roads may be hard surfaced and trails formalized. Development 

density about 3 family units per acre. Primary access may be 

over high standard roads. Interpretive services informal, but 

generally direct. 

Rural 4 Site heavily modified. Some facilities designed strictly for 

comfort and convenience of users. Luxury facilities not 

provided. Facility design may incorporate synthetic materials. 

Extensive use of artificial surfacing of roads and trails. 

Vehicular traffic control usually obvious. Primary access 

usually over paved roads. Development density 3-5 family units 

per acre. Plant materials usually native. Interpretive services 

often formal or structured. 

Urban 5 High degree of site modification. Facilities mostly designed for 

comfort and convenience of users and usually include flush 

toilets; may include showers, bathhouses, laundry facilities, and 

electrical hookups. Synthetic materials commonly used. Formal 

walks or surfaced trails. Regimentation of users is obvious. 

Access usually by high-speed highways. Development density 5 

or more family units per acre. Plant materials may be foreign to 

the environment. Formal interpretive services usually available. 

Designs formalized and architecture may be contemporary. 

Mowed lawns and clipped shrubs not unusual. 
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