Bark’s Bear Knoll Ground-Truthing Sheet : August 2002

Total Acres to be treated: 821

Older Stands (89 acres) – C-1: The proposed action would remove susceptible trees, which exhibit signs of insects, disease, or other problems through shelterwood and mosaic regeneration. These areas would be reforested with a mix of species that are more resistant to the Indian paint fungus 
Older Stands (128 acres) – B-2: The proposed action would remove susceptible trees, which exhibit signs of insects, disease or other problems by creating small group selection openings (2 acres and less) on approximately 17 acres. In areas, not seen from the Highway 26 corridor, remove susceptible trees, which exhibit signs of insects and disease, by creating irregular-shaped extended shelterwood units on approximately 111 acres.  These areas would be reforested with a mix of species that are more resistant to the Indian paint fungus.  

Off-Site Timber Stand (21 acres): Ponderosa Pine seedlings from Idaho were planted over 30 years ago to reforest this stand.  These trees were not locally adapted to the area and are currently not performing as well as those from the local area.  The proposed action would remove the “off-site” ponderosa pine trees, by overstory removal on approximately 21 acres.  After harvest operations, the native understory trees would be pre-commercially thinned.

Dense Second Growth Timber Stands (564 acres) – C1/B2 The timber stand growth and health is currently declining due to overstocking. Stagnated conditions and limited species diversity within these timber stands will promote tree mortality. These conditions are and will continue to move these stands away from the desired future condition of providing a healthy, diverse, visually appealing forest scenery with a variety of natural appearing landscape features as defined by the MHFP and providing forest products on a fully sustainable basis. 
Riparian Logging (19 acres): The proposed action would reduce stand densities to promote tree growth and move the riparian areas toward a late seral condition more quickly.
Issues to Consider:

1. Unit 207: Small group selection, Visual Quality Objectives
2. Units 234, 214,22 Shelterwood – Indian paint fungus/western hemlock bias
3. Units 146, 211 Commercial thin; necessity? Cutting in riparian reserve
4. Units 145, 157: Regeneration mosaic, exists already; soil  compaction

5. Throughout Sale Area: potential lynx habitat, presence of snowshoe hare

6. Tier II Watershed: high water quality/reduced road density.  Water quality is not supposed to be negatively affected by any potential logging operations

7. Road Density – Tier II Watershed – currently 3.55 miles per acre, WA recommends no more than 2.5 miles per acre. Temporary Road miles: 4.3, Reconstructed: 3.2, Road closures 7.2
8. Other Issues: “Rain on snow” events, snow depth, rain intensity at ground level, peak flow rates in creeks, access for non-native invasive plant and animal species, fragmentation creating patchwork of habitat for endemic species, Edge effect- exposing interior forest to wind, sun, weather extremes, invasive species; Blowdown particularly isolated shelterwood trees; timber theft/abuse of public lands

Directions: Follow Hwy 26 twelve miles past Government Camp, 6.5 miles past the Chevron station and take a right onto Skyline Road and first left and park in large lot.  Walk back to Hwy 26 and cross over and follow trail into Bear Knoll sale area.

Forest Service Contact: Tamara Shannon, 541-352-6002 x 628 or Bruce Holmson, 541-352-6002 x621.  6780 Hwy 35, Mt. Hood/Parkdale, Or 97041

