Bearknoll Talking Points

The Forest Service has just released an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Bearknoll Timber Sale. The sale is in the Hood River Ranger District and part of the White River Watershed.  This sale has been in the works for six years and has now been conveniently released for the holiday season. Comments are due on January 20th and we need to generate as many letters as possible on this egregious sale. Below are some facts of concern cited in the EA and issues we have found with this proposal.

- The plan calls for thinning 531 acres, 242 of which are located in a Scenic Viewshed.

- Bearknoll combined with the adjacent Osprey, Diablo, Juncrock, and Hilynx will in total be the loss of the 5,134 acres.  Further, the Bearknoll planning area has already had 2,802 acres “treated.”  With all these actions occurring in the same area the Forest Service should perform an EIS to truly assess the cumulative effects.

- On one day hike through the area we found 12 species of conifers in one unit.  This area is located on the transition of East and West forest habitats and the elevations range between 3200 and 4000 feet elevation.  In other words, this is one of the most diverse areas in Mount Hood National Forest and deserves to be protected.

- This area presently has 3.22 miles of road per square mile, while the management directives state that the area should not exceed 2.5 miles per square mile. Yet the Forest Service plans to merely gate 4.85 miles, which will still have all the negative impacts associated with roads such as erosion, increased run-off, sedimentation, and landscape fragmentation.  As survey work done by Bark and even the EA states that gates are often ineffective at keeping people out. Further snowmobiles will be allowed access in this Late Successional Reserve during the winter months, making conditions difficult for critters who live here.

- All the problematic diseases in the area are said, by the Forest Services own directives, to increase in numbers from logging.

- This area is considered a Tier II watershed and any action taken should have no negative impacts to this supply of quality water. However, Frog Creek already has water quality issues and logging in areas adjacent to the riparian reserve is only bound to worsen the situation. Some units are on 10 to 35% slopes directly above Frog Creek, which already has sedimentation that exceeds forest directives and inhibits spawning habitat for fish. 

_ The endangered Spotted Owl is a resident in the area and much of the area slated to be logged is considered dispersal habitat. The EA notes that these activities are likely to “provide opportunities for competitors and predators (e.g. barred owl) to the spotted owl” (EA 91).  One Late Successional Reserve where owls reside receives snowmobile use through the winter.

-Other Sensitive species such as the Columbia Duskysnail, Redband Trout, Wolverine, Columbia oregonium, and potentially Lynx will be affected by this proposal.  In regard to Deer and Elk, the EA states that the proposal will eliminate ALL the optimal cover for Deer and Elk.  The EA states, “Optimal cover is very limited across the landscape and difficult to produce.  It is a combination of thermal cover with a forage component.” (EA 57).

- The EA states that noxious weeds are already a problem in the area and that the proposed action will only increase their presence. Tansy is of particular concern because this is a Westside species that is moving far out of its normal range by inhabiting the Bearknoll planning area. Many of these species are allelopathic, which means they exude chemicals that suppress native vegetation.  

- The Bearknoll planning area has experienced ten fires in as many years.  Thinning will open up the forest to drier conditions and increased debris upon the ground.  This seems especially relevant as timber harvesting is sited as the primary reason for the increase in fire.

This area is at the perfect elevation for rain on snow events.  When warm rains fall on snow this can dramatically increase the water flow through the area, which has the potential to disrupt streams, increase sedimentation, and cause erosion.  Logging is known to increase this risk.

Comments are due to January 20th.  They can be sent to:

Becky Nelson, Project Manager

Hood River Ranger District

6780 Highway 35

Mount Hood/Parkdale, OR 97041

Or can be sent by email to:

bnelson@fs.fed.us
For any additional info please call:

(541) 467-2291

